
OUR MISSION 

To engage communities throughout the 
city to achieve the most effective 
opportunity outcomes for Boston’s 
children and youth.

Opportunity Boston increases opportunity for children and youth throughout the city.  Learn how →

OUR VISION 

OPPORTUNITY BOSTON
All children of Boston deserve the opportunity to reach their full potential

By age 24, every child of Boston 
has the means to reach his or her 
fullest potential, be an active 
community member, and be 
prepared for a career with 
upward socio-economic mobility.

THE PROBLEM 

The opportunity gap for the 31,000 children living in poverty in Boston is widening. Boston is the 
#1 city for income inequality in America, with an income inequality rate nearly twice the national 
average, and despite excelling in many areas, Boston is failing in outcomes for its children and youth:

31,000 children living in poverty #1 city for income inequality

Boston has the resources to enable its youth to achieve better outcomes:

Engaged local leadership, from 
City Hall to the State House to

the public schools

Commitment to youth 
development, with more than
150 non-profits dedicated to 

children and youth

Leadership in social innovation, 
with a strong history of

community impact

Boston has some of the top 
universities in the nation and is the 
10th most educated city but 28% 
of children are not ready for 
kindergarten, 64% are not third 
grade reading proficient and only 
50% of Boston Public School 
students will graduate from college.

Boston is home to two of the top 
ten hospitals in the nation but 
4.9% of Boston children are in 
poor or fair health compared to 
the Massachusetts’ average of 2% 
and the national average of 3.2%.

Boston has won numerous 
championships in all four major 
professional sports league but 
68% of the city’s students are 
not getting physical education 
in school and 32% are 
overweight or obese.

THE FOCUS

EXTENSIVE LOCAL AND NATIONAL RESEARCH, that 
includes an in-depth analysis of the Boston landscape by The 
Bridgespan Group, a leading non-profit consultant, as well as 
of the most innovative and effective approaches in the nation.

About Be The Change, Inc. and Opportunity Boston. We believe in a country where everyone has the chance to reach 
their potential and make a difference. Be The Change is uniquely positioned as a leader in inspiring citizen movements to 
drive urgency and successful actions around our most pressing social challenges. Our approaches include building 
coalitions to foster cross-sector collaboration and shifting public perception to bring about cultural change. Opportunity 
Boston is a local collaborative effort to increase opportunity for children and youth. 

This has resulted in a coalition advocating for change around two strategies:

OUR APPROACH 

WIDE-RANGING COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, 
representing input from 400 youth, parents, and 
cross-sector leaders in Boston.

JOIN OUR COALITION

Help ensure that all children of Boston have 
the opportunity to reach their full potential.
Together we can: 

Close this opportunity gap by connecting our 
networks and working collaboratively

“Be The Change” our community needs

FOUR PILLARS, 
backed by research, 

that provide the 
underlying supports 

children and youth need 
to succeed.
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CITYWIDE OPPORTUNITY MOVEMENT 
A citywide movement committed to 
greater opportunity for Boston's children 
and youth in such areas as summer jobs, 
driven by evidence-based solutions.

OPPORTUNITY SCHOOLS 
A school-based model focused on ensuring 
students receive comprehensive supports 
for success.

COALITION MEMBERS ARE:

School-Based Partners Non-Profits and 
Government Agencies

Employers Individuals

Organizations across the city 
providing the necessary 
out-of-school supports for 
families and students, and 
contributing to the Citywide 
Opportunity Movement.

Employers can provide 
funding through an 
Opportunity Fund as well 
as opportunities for summer 
job hiring, adopt-a-school 
programs and tutors.

Individuals can volunteer at 
an Opportunity School or 
donate to an Opportunity 
Fund to ensure children and 
youth who need 
opportunities receive them.

Organizations already 
partnering with Boston 
Public Schools, working 
collaboratively to ensure 
students receive holistic 
supports for success.


